
 

Revoking a  

Power of Attorney  

If for any reason, you become unhappy 

with the person you have appointed to 

make decisions for you under a durable 

power of attorney, you may revoke the 

power of attorney at any time. There are a 

few steps you should take to ensure the 

document is properly revoked.  

While any new power of attorney should 

state that old powers of attorney are 

revoked, you should also put the revocation 

in writing. The revocation should include 

your name, a statement that you are of 

sound mind, and your wish to revoke the 

power of attorney. You should also specify 

the date the original power of attorney was 

executed and the person selected as your 

agent. Sign the document and send it to 

your current agent as well as any 

institutions or agencies that have a copy of 

the power of attorney. Attach your new 

power of attorney if you have one. You 

should also record your revocation with the 

County Recorder in which you reside. 

You will also need to get the old power of 

attorney back from your agent. If you can't 

get it back, send the agent a certified letter, 

stating that the power of attorney has  

been revoked.  

Because a durable power of attorney is the 

most important estate planning instrument 

available, if you revoke a power of attorney, it 

is important to have a new one in place. An 

elder law attorney can assist you in revoking 

an old power of attorney or drafting a new one.  

For more information on powers of attorney 

from ElderLawAnswers, click here.  

 

Information and articles from our website are 
presented as a public service by Severns & Stinson. 
We help our clients protect their assets and their 
rights to health care and long-term care. This article 
is general in nature and is not to be taken as legal 
advice to any particular person. Consult an attorney 
for specific legal advice for your circumstance.           

Severns & Stinson is an Indianapolis Elder Law firm 
that helps older adults, persons with disabilities and 
their families plan for long term care needs, protect 
assets and get the care they need. For up-to-the-
minute information about elder law issues and to sign 
up for our electronic newsletter, visit our website, 
www.severns.com . 
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“Because a durable 

power of attorney is 

the most important 

estate planning 

instrument available, 

if you revoke a power 

of attorney, it is 

important to have a 

new one in place.”
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